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NEW COUNCILLOR SWORN IN

Thabazimbi — Councillor Ronny Manyama of the Democratic
Alliance (DA) has officially been sworn in as a member of the
Thabazimbi Local Municipality (TLM) council.
Manyama was nominated to replace former councillor Zanele
Esply. He was officially sworn in by Thabazimbi magistrate Jacob
Maribana on Thursday 27 February.
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From left: Thabazimbi magistrate Jacob Maribana swearing in councillor
Ronny Manyama.

Thabazimbi Kantoor: 083 296 2916
Kantoor: 083 343 0781
lanus: 083 384 7355

Poshus 243
Koedosskop 0361

( INSOLVENCY AUCTION!! GAUTENG

4 BEDROOM FAMILY HOUSE
- MOOINOOI NORTH-WEST

Insolvent Estate: CK Haasbroek
Master’s ref: T1571/2019

Extent: *

Improvements: 4 bedrooms, 3 bathroom (2 en suite),
entrance hall, TV-room, open plan kitchen & lounge,
study, entertainment area & sun room, 3 carports,
workers room, 2 storage rooms

15% Deposit: Bidders to register & supply proof of identity and residence.

Regulations to Consumer Protection Act: www.vansauctions.co.za

Rules of Auction to be viewed at 36 Gemsbok Street, Koedoespoort Industrial, Pretoria.
Tel 086 111 8267 | Auctioneer: Anton Shand

OM IN ‘N SPIEELFABRIEK
TE WERK...

< ' |

o\ :

\\ A

ACCIDENT
CLAIMS
TWO

Thabazimbi — Two people lost their lives on
Sunday 1 March in an accident involving two
vehicles and a cow.

The vehicles were following each other along
the R516 road near Leeupoort when the one
in front hit a cow in the middle of the road.
The vehicle, which veered off the road soon
after impact, overturned.

Police spokesperson brigadier Motlafela
Mojapelo had this to say: “The second vehicle
drove over the cow and the driver also lost
control.

This vehicle also veered of the road. One of
the passengers died on the scene while the
other passenger and driver were taken to
hospital for injuries sustained.”

According to CLA911 spokesperson Zandré
Pieterse, two of the victims had already
passed away when CLA911 responders
arrived, and three others had to be rushed
to hospital.

The scene of the accident.
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STUDENT PROTEST ACTION CONTINUES
AT ORBIT TVET MANKWE CAMPUS

Mankwe — ORBIT TVET Mankwe Campus has been faced with a student
protest since the reopening of the college in January 2020, due to concerns
raised by student representative council (SRC) members. The college has, from
the onset, deemed these concerns in a very serious light. The protest which saw
SRC members barricading the campus gate daily has resulted in the campus
being non-operational and thus affecting teaching and learning.

The key issue at hand was the barring of the 2019 SRC president, Nkosinathi
Delmani by the college from registering for the 2020 academic year, as per the
admission policy (paragraph 16.2), which focuses on admission exclusion read
together with paragraph 75 of the Department of Higher Education’s Admission
Policy. The exclusion came after Delmani had failed to pass more than two
consecutive examinations.

On 17 January 2020, an interim court order was granted by the High Court and
served to the students.

Despite the court order, the SRC continued to barricade the campus gates,
thereby denying access to students and staff.

Through the intervention of the office of the Minister of Higher Education and
Training (DHET), Blade Nzimande, a meeting was convened on 25 February
at ORBIT College, Central Office in seeking an amicable solution for all parties
involved.

After long deliberations, the representatives from the minister’s office advised
senior management to waive the admission policy, on condition that a settlement
agreement is drafted and signed between senior management and the SRC
stating that the former SRC president, Delmani be registered as a student at
the college.

Senior Management unanimously agreed to the said proposal but, stated that
the challenge with the implementation of the decision to register Delmani at this
stage would be hampered by the fact that registration for trimester one has long
been closed. Senior management then suggested that Delmani be registered
fort trimester two of the current academic year, a suggestion which all present
fully supported except for Delmani.

This resulted in the SRC refusing to sign the settlement agreement, and them
resolving to continue barricading the Mankwe Campus gate.

Further deliberations led to DHET officials advising to temporarily close down
Mankwe Campus, upon which the college senior management submitted an
official request to do so to the office of the director general, Gwebinkundla
Qonde. The request also included an urgent plea to DHET to assist by involving
the national police structures in restoring order at the campus.

This stand taken by the SRC not to accept the compromise and to continue with
the strike has several serious implications, should students not be able to return
to class. The most serious consequence is undoubtedly the lack of academic
progress by students as a result of non-attendance of classes, which might
ultimately result in the affected students failing their examinations.

Not attending classes will also have an impact on the financial aid of bursary-
funded students as students may forfeit their

allowances for the current academic cycle. ‘
Students who are residing in the campus hostels
are required to pass to be accommodated. Poor
academic performance as a result of non-attendance
may therefore jeopardize these students’ hostel
accommodation.

All the above implications come at a time when there
are less than twenty lecturing days left before the
commencement of Trimester 1 examinations.

As it stands, it appears that the interests and
wellbeing of approximately 2300 registered students
depend on one individual; Delmani’s acceptance of
a compromise by the college and DHET to allow
him to register for trimester two. His unwillingness
to co-operate puts the future of all these students at risk — both academically
and financially — as they might end up being unable to complete their studies.
However, senior management remains committed to implementing recovery
plans to ensure that order is restored at Mankwe Campus and that a
conducive teaching and learning environment prevails once more.

Extracts from ORBIT TVET College press release, 28 February
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